276                    FORT OF PRATAPGHARH.

Baroda entertained all the residents at an after-
noon fete with theatricals in the open, followed
by a magnificent display of fireworks after dark.
Another time we all went to a picnic at Wara,*
given by Mr. Crow, the well-known judge. Wara -
is about eleven miles off. It is a lovely drive -
right down the ghauts, and lies two thousand
feet below Mahableshwar; so that the change of
. temperature is most distinctly felt in descending.
The party included about thirty persons, besides
the Duke and Duchess of Connaught.

Near Wara, on one of the spurs of the ghauts,
stands the ruins of the old Mahratta fort of
Pratapgharh, which played so important a r61e
in their history. Most of the party paid it a
visit.,,The ladies were carried by coolies in chairs,
whilst the men scrambled up the steep path.
Their return in the dark, as seen from Wara,
was most picturesque, the numerous coolies carry-
ing lighted torches; so that the whole hill-side
was studded with lights gradually descending '
into the plain.